
 

  

 

June 2, 2021 
 

Need to Know    

OPCA Operation Directors Peer Meeting: On Tuesday, June 22, from 2-3pm PT, Kira Mauseth, co-
lead Behavioral Health Strike Team at Washington State Department of Health, will speak on workplace 
resilience. Join Zoom meeting or contact Sonya Howk with questions. 

OPCA COVID-19 Vaccine Workgroup: The Vaccine Workgroup has one more scheduled meeting on 
Wednesday, June 23, from 8:30-9:30am PT. Join Zoom meeting or contact events@orpca.org with 
questions. Future calls will take place as needed. The Google Group, which provides a forum for peers to 
communicate and share up-to-date information, will continue. 

HRSA Tidbits 

FTCA Programs Redeeming Applications Due June 25 
All Health Center and Volunteer Health Professional (VHP) Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA) 
Programs redeeming applications for FTCA coverage for CY 2022 are due on or before June 25 at 
8:59pm PT and must be submitted electronically through the FTCA deeming application within the HRSA 
EHBs at https://grants.hrsa.gov/webExternal/. Failing to submit an application means having to reapply as 
an initial applicant and being subject to a site visit before approval for CY 2022 coverage. This may result 
in a gap in coverage and require coverage from another malpractice provider until the application is 
approved. Resources are available on the FTCA application process page. 
 
HRSA Announces $50 Million to Optimize Use of Virtual Care in Health Centers 
Awards will support increased use of telehealth services and other virtual care strategies. Applications 
due in Grants.gov on July 16 and in HRSA’s Electronic Handbooks (EHBs) on Aug. 17. Visit Optimizing 
Virtual Care (OVC) technical assistance (TA) webpage for more information and other resources. 

New Effort to Vaccinate Migratory and Seasonal Workers in the Food and Agriculture Sectors 
HRSA joins several other HHS agencies in coordinating efforts to support COVID-19 vaccination of 
migratory and seasonal agricultural workers (MSAWs), including workers in the food sector.  

• HHS' Communication Toolkit for Essential Workers in Agriculture   
• MHP Salud’s resource guide to integrate Community Health Workers/Promotores(as) into 

vaccination efforts. Complete a free registration to access   
• CDC’s Communication Toolkit for Essential Workers 
• COVID-19 Bingo: Co-developed by Farmworker Justice and Rural Women’s Health Project, this 

game shares COVID-19 messaging with farmworker families (available in many languages) 

Funding Opportunity for Health Center Construction and Capital Improvements  
Health Center Construction and Capital Improvements (C8E) application in EHBs are due June 24. Visit 
C8E TA webpage for award submission guidance. See the C8E FAQs webpage for more information. 

Aging Patient Population Facility Enhancements TA Guide: Check out a new TA guide developed by 
NACHC for recommendations of facility enhancements to better serve an aging patient population. These 
recommendations may be appropriate for health centers considering use of one-time ARP funding. 
NACHC is a HRSA-funded NTTAP. 
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Training & Learning Opportunities 
 
Reimagining Healthcare Engagement Summit: Taking place on June 8 from 8am-2:30pm PST, the 
conference is sponsored by the Oregon Office of Rural Health, providing an unlimited number of CAHs 
and rural health care providers and staff to access the event free of charge (a $45 per person value). 
View agenda or register here and use the Promo Code 68ORH21 at checkout to ensure free registration.  

Webinar Series-Introduction to Self-Measured Blood Pressure Monitoring: HRSA will host a two-part 
webinar series on self-measured blood pressure monitoring (SMBP).  

• SMBP 101: Best Practices for Implementing SMBP on June 11, 10-11am PT. Register here  
• SMBP 102: Challenges and Lessons Learned Implementing SMBP (Stories from the Field) 

on June 24, 9:30-11am PT. Register here  
 
COVID-19 Vaccines for Clinics Virtual Learning Collaborative: The OHA Transformation Center & the 
OHA Vaccine Planning Unit hosts a learning collaborative for clinics newer to COVID immunizations 
every other Friday from noon-1pm PT. Contact Bernadette Nativo with questions. Upcoming sessions: 

• June 11, noon-1pm: Register here  
• June 25, noon-1pm: Register here  

 
2021 Elevating Health Center Operations (EHCO): EHCO is NACHC’s only regional training to provide 
critical components of operational success. Taking place virtually on June 15 & 16, 9am-2pm PT. Last 
day to register online is June 8.   
 
Social Needs Data Sharing-Z-Codes 101: Define what z-codes are, recognize the importance of 
developing a standardized approach, review examples to pilot use of z-codes for social data sharing. 
June 16, 11am-12:15pm PT. Register at NWRPCA.   
 
Core Competencies for CHC Managers & Supervisors at All Levels: NWRPCA training ideal for first-
time managers/supervisors with 18 months of experience or less, as well as for more experienced 
managers looking to hone their skills. Taking place on Thursdays from July 15 through Aug. 12. Learn 
more and register. 
 
Emergency Preparedness Resources 

FEMA’s Hazus Program: Provides Standardized Tools and Data for estimating risk from earthquakes, 
floods, tsunamis, and hurricanes. The Hazus Program is managed by FEMA’s Natural Hazards Risk 
Assessment Program (NHRAP), within the Risk Management Directorate. 
 
Tabletop Exercise Resources: Free guides and templates for you to use to meet the tabletop exercise 
requirement, from the Community Health Care Association of New York State (CHCANYS).   
 
Resources from the National Nurse-Lead Care Consortium: The Health Center Communications Plan 
and the Health Center Emergency Management Plan templates help refine your emergency plans.   
 
Conducting Reviews of the Public Health Response to COVID-19: A guide developed by the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, includes questionnaires to assist facilitating tough 
emergency preparedness conversations with your staff.  
 
Emergencies Happen-What Health Centers Need to Know: During emergencies, PCAs gather critical 
health center information and report the status of service delivery sites to HRSA. For health centers in 
impacted areas report site-level status to OPCA using this form as soon as you are able. Visit HRSA’s 
Emergency Preparedness, Response, and Recovery Resources for Health Centers webpage for 
information about change in scope for temporary sites, 340B program enrollment under emergency 
declarations, and FTCA coverage during emergencies. 
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